
 

 
Pilsen on a hot summers day in 2018 you get off the busy red line on the west side of 

Chicago and immediately different scenery that connects you to a different vibe than 

any other train stop in Chicago.  No graffiti, no tags, not even the recurring metro pcs 

ad, but instead you see a series of art. 

 

 

Everywhere you look whether it’s on a wall, underneath 

a stair step, I bet there was a murrel underneath the 

handrail if I would have looked.   

 

You get out of the train station 

and you look left and the first 

thing you see is of course a 

Dunkin Donuts, because what reveals more to you about a 

neighborhood that has been majority latino for the past 40 



years then a two story coffee shop started by a Jewish dude with almost 11,000 

restaurants nationwide.  

 

Then you look left and instead of a Starbucks or a Taco 

Bell you see a Nite Cap and a Gloria’s Tacos, but how 

did Pilsen end up with essentially one foot being as 

latino as J Balvin song and the other being a goldmine 

for millionaire developers.  

 

First we have to go through what Pilsen was like in the 

early 20th century when it was inhabited by European 

immigrants who uses to work in stockyards and factories, there was probably less 

mexican flags and guys selling mangos out of their 

truck then.  

 

Pilsen will start to take place during the 1950s and 60s 

when their became a huge influx of Latino Americans 

due to the displacement of their neighborhoods UIC 

currently occupies. By the 1970s Pilsen became 

majority Latino making up 25,000 of the neighborhoods 43,000. 

 



The Latino population continued to soar through the next two decades with 80% of 

Pilsen either being first or second generation Mexican and  Mexican Americans. It was 

not until the early 2013 when Pilsen saw their white population go up 22% and saw the 

number of families living within Pilsen drop 40%. 

 

How?  

 

How could in a span of 20 years see Pilson go from a vibrant latino neighborhood with 

a population growing to a place where families were leaving with similar numbers to 

how the came in the 90s? 

 

This is mostly due to the change in the price of housing which has grown 

exponentially over the past 18 years.  I had a encounter with 

an employee at a non-profit looking to better the schools 

within Pilsen who was forced to move due to the cost of 

living.  He saw his apart go up 21% in a year from 825$ to 

1,00$ 

 

This is happening throughout the neighborhood with 

houses being bought up by developers with seemingly 

bottomless pockets just to be torn down to build the 165th 

starbucks within the Windy City. 



 

So what does the future look like for the first majority Latino neighborhood in 

Chicago. Maybe that Gloria’s Tacos and that Nite Cap turn into a El Pollo Loco and 

Peet's Coffee.  Maybe those beautiful murrells and those culturally enriched steps turn 

into just another stop on the red line. 

 

 

 






